
APPENDIX FOUR 

PASI OPUS 14 TEMPERAMENTS 

 The temperament scheme of Pasi Opus 14 is based on the regular 

temperament known as quarter-comma meantone.  In this temperament, eleven of the 

twelve fifths are flattened by one-quarter of the syntonic comma (about 5.38 cents), 

over-compensating for the comma (about 21.51 cents) by almost three times, leaving 

a very wide “wolf” fifth (really a diminished sixth) between and G# and  Eb
.  The 

result:  eight acoustically pure major thirds (and four intolerable), two sizes of semi-

tones, and the diatonic note D exactly midway (at the mean) between C and E.

 The irregular “well-tempered” tuning devised by Kristian Wegscheider is 

derived from the meantone placement of notes C, D, G and A, and eight additional 

notes per octave.  The tuning is irregular in that there are five sizes of major thirds 

and five sizes of semitones (and differing numbers of other intervals as well) which 

create varying “key colors,” a highly prized effect in the Baroque period and linked to 

the Doctrine of Affections.  An irregular, well-tempered tuning also called 

“circulating” because the circle of fifths is “closed” and it is possible to modulate 

around the circle and play in every key. 

 The following two analyses view each temperament from various angles in 

reference to just or acoustically “pure” intervals.  A third analysis follows comparing 

major thirds and fifths in the Pasi temperaments to those of other historical and 

modern tuning systems. 
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